Second Opinions
Brent "Minime" Avis 

My sense and sensibilities tell me the Buell is, despite our hard work, still an ill-handling machine. The Ducati, on the other hand, is a terrific bike in that time-honored Ducati fashion. It clanks, shudders a bit, and it still makes that cool clattering sound when you pull in the clutch lever. And, as a throwback to the earlier 900 (and 750 Supersport) that came before it, the front end feels like it's waaaay out there when you peer over it from the saddle. It feels a lot longer than that cigar butt of a Buell, too. The Ducati, you see, fits me nicely. It also looks just beautiful in these Senna edition colors. Yessir, if you were to ask me, I'd say it's just about my favorite air-cooled twin to date. 


Sure, John can relate tales of how the Buell held off an R1 up our favorite road, then with riders swapped proceeded to deal the same fate to the high-zoot in-line for once again. He can tell you he thinks it steers light, that it shifts well, and I will continue to disagree. Respectfully. As I can only say this: the more I ride the XB9R, the more it confuses me. It's the fastest slow bike I've ever ridden. It's the best-handling, ill-handling bike I've ever ridden. It's uncomfortable yet I ride it nearly every day. It seems that I ride the Ducati only to prove to myself that I don't really like the Buell. And it seems I keep failing. 


Calvinius "Hackfu-ium" Kim 


John thinks the Buell is a great little bike. Mini thinks the Buell is confusing. Me, I just like riding it. Yea, it feels bizarre when you tip it in, especially when you're in a pitch adjustment phase, but overall none of us have fallen off the thing (this is good).


As for me, I like the Ducati just a bit more than the Buell. The other people at the office are faster than me regardless of which bike I ride, so for me, it comes down to things like; feel, color, design. You know, stupid subjective things. The 900 has enough feel and performance for my sporting needs, I also find the color scheme of our particular model to be particularly striking. I love the motor and the sounds it makes. But its still a pretty hard decision. 

The reason being? The Buell is Cuell. Okay, that really sucked. But its still neat-o. All the neat techno bits make the XB9R stand on its own. Now, its not, "ew, a Buell, run away!" its more like, "a Buell? You mean the thing with the stuff?" See what I mean? 


Buell XB9R Firebolt 

ENGINE 
Type: 984cc air-cooled 45° V-twin OHV 2v/cyl
Bore x stroke: 88.9 x 79.4mm
Compression ratio: 10:1
Ignition: electronic, digital
Fuel delivery: FI, one 45mm throttle body 
Valve adjustment: hydraulic, self-adjusting
Transmission: wet multiplate clutch, 5-speed
Final drive: belt 

CHASSIS
Frame: aluminum alloy w/ Uniplanar engine mount system
Wheelbase: 52 in. (1321mm)
Rake/trail: 21 degrees/3.3 in. (83mm)
Seat height: 32.25 in.
Thumb height: 36 in.
Thumb-to-thumb: 19.5 in.
Wet weight (full tank): 425 lb (193 kg)
Fuel capacity: 3.7 gallon 

SUSPENSION
Front: 43mm inverted fork; 4.7-in. travel; adjust for spring preload,
rebound and compression damping
Rear: single coil-over shock; 5.0-in. travel; adjust for spring
preload, rebound and compression damping 

BRAKES
Front: single 375mm disc, six-piston caliper
Rear: single 230mm disc, single-piston caliper 

WHEELS/TIRES
Front: 3.50 x 17 cast aluminum/ 120/70ZR-17 Dunlop D207
Rear: 5.50 x 17 cast aluminum/ 180/55ZR-17 Dunlop D207 

1/4-mile (corrected): 11.86 sec. @ 114.93 mph
Fuel mileage: 45 mpg 

Colors: blue, white 

Suggested price: $9,995 


Ducati 900 Supersport 

ENGINE 
Type: 904cc air-cooled 90° V-twin SOHC, desmodromic, 2v/cyl
Bore x stroke: 92 x 68mm
Compression ratio: 9.2:1
Ignition: electronic, digital
Fuel delivery: FI, 2x 45mm throttle bodies 
Valve adjustment: 6000 miles
Transmission: dry multiplate clutch, 6-speed
Final drive: chain 

CHASSIS
Frame: round-tube steel trellis
Wheelbase: 54.9 in. (1395mm)
Rake/trail: 24 degrees/3. in. ( mm)
Seat height: 32.5 in.
Thumb height: 34.5 in.
Thumb-to-thumb: 18.5 in.
Wet weight (full tank): 440 lb (200 kg)
Fuel capacity: 4.2 gallon 

SUSPENSION
Front: 43mm inverted Showa; 4.7-in. travel; adjust for spring
preload, rebound and compression damping
Rear: single coil-over Ohlins; 5.7-in. travel; adjust for ride
height, spring preload, rebound and compression damping 

BRAKES
Front: two 320mm discs, four-piston calipers
Rear: single 245mm disc, two-piston caliper 

WHEELS/TIRES
Front: 3.50 x 17 cast aluminum/ 120/70ZR-17 Michelin Hi-Sport
Rear: 5.50 x 17 cast aluminum/ 170/60ZR-17 Michelin Hi-Sport 

1/4-mile (corrected): 11.94 sec. @ 114.61 mph
Fuel mileage: 43 mpg 

Colors: yellow, red, grey 

Suggested price: $11,395
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